
The C
hurch contains m

em
orials to John C

otton 
(B

art.) and his w
ife Jane; and to Jane, their 

daughter.  B
row

n is credited w
ith helping to 

include the church into the view
 and m

aking it 
appear as though part of the M

adingley estate. 

 
8. M

adingley C
hurch 

The m
ain drive w

as in this location at the tim
e 

that 
B

row
n 

w
as 

w
orking 

here, 
but 

the 
tree 

avenue is a later addition. 

W
alk 

up 
the 

drive 
and 

through the stone archw
ay 

(2).  The w
alled garden (8) 

is 
to 

your 
left, 

w
ith 

an 
entrance through a door at 
the 

end 
of 

the 
hedge.   

W
hilst 

the 
layout 

of 
the 

w
alled 

garden 
is 

not 
attributed to B

row
n, it is a 

delightful space w
ith alpine beds, a rose pergola 

and a m
edicinal border.  The w

alls w
ere built at 

the 
sam

e 
tim

e 
as 

B
row

n 
w

as 
w

orking 
at 

M
adingley.  G

ates on the south side of the 
w

alled garden lead out to the car park. 

W
a

lk 2
 (ye

llo
w

) is ½
 m

ile (0.7 km
), ½

 hour,  a 
short version of W

alk 1, centred
 on the view

s 
(3,4) from

 the H
all and

 the w
alled

 g
ard

en (8). 

 

T
h

e
 life

 o
f L

a
n

c
e

lo
t B

ro
w

n
 

1716 – B
orn K

irkharle, N
orthum

berland 
 B

aptised 30
th A

ugust 
1732 – A

pprenticed to ’trade crafte or m
isterie  

 of gardening’ 
1739 – M

oved south to S
tow

e, then to  
 H

am
m

ersm
ith to set up on his ow

n  
 account, creating over 250 garden w

orks 
1744 – M

arried B
ridget W

ayet at S
tow

e 
1756 – Arrived at M

adingley H
all at the invitation of  

 Sir John H
ynde C

otton (4
th Bart.); Brow

n’s  
 first com

m
ission in C

am
bridgeshire. 

1764 – A
ppointed M

aster G
ardener at H

am
pton  

 C
ourt P

alace 
1770 – P

urchased M
anor of Fenstanton &

 H
ilton  

1783 – D
ied 6

th February. B
uried in Fenstanton  

O
ther 

leaflets 
in 

the 
series 

describe 
W

im
pole 

Estate, The Backs C
am

bridge, and a w
alk around 

Fenstanton 
village. 

Published 
in 
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by 

C
am

bridgeshire G
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S
p

e
c
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list in
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tu
ra

l la
n

d
sc

a
p
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Cam
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a

p
a

b
ility’ B

ro
w
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1. M

adingley H
all and ornam

ental lake in 1824 

M
adingley H

all is an elegant country house 
built in the 16th C

entury and ow
ned by the 

H
ynde - and later H

ynde C
otton - fam

ily until 
1871.  In 1861 Q

ueen V
ictoria rented the H

all 
as a residence for E

dw
ard, P

rince of W
ales 

w
hilst he studied at C

am
bridge.  The H

all, w
ith 

grounds 
and 

farm
land, 

w
as 

sold 
to 

the 
U

niversity of C
am

bridge in 1948 and is now
 a 

continuing education and conference centre. 

S
ir John H

ynde C
otton started to de-form

alize 
this landscape and gained perm

ission to close 
the village road. H

e sought out Lancelot B
row

n 
and engaged him

 in 1756. The handw
ritten 

contract for the sum
 of £500 contains four 

articles and an annotation by H
ynde C

otton: 

‘N
ever executed nor any other but all w

as 
done upon honor on both sides and never 
repented by either’. 

M
ad

ing
ley H

all, eng
raving

 b
y K

ip
 and

 K
nyff, 1707 

Ê
 

9. W
alled G

arden



C
a

p
a

b
ility B

ro
w

n
 ‘im

p
ro

ve
m

e
n

ts’  
D

escribed in the C
ontract: 

1. 
S

tart at the east of the house and ‘lay in’ an 
easy law

n slope dow
n to the com

m
on road.  

Filling in form
al w

ater scattered round. 
2. S

loping law
ns on the other (north) side of 

the house. 
3. G

ravel path all around. 
4. M

aking good the coach road. 

A
ttributed to B

row
n: 

5. The (lake) low
er pond w

ith the bridge that 
is a sham

 
6. The view

 to the east over the com
m

on road 
continues to land added to the park (not 
part of the park prior to B

row
n). 

7. V
iew

s to the north through the w
ilderness 

grove w
ere given an inform

al look. 

The 
w

ork 
included 

m
aking 

the 
previous 

design less form
al and 

creating the Lake and 
view

 to the east from
 

the 
front 

of 
the 

H
all. 

The 
other 

long 
view

s 
out to the surrounding 
countryside are typical 
of B

row
n in style, but 

there is no docum
entary evidence to confirm

 
this attribution.  A

 plan w
as created (undated) 

betw
een 

1757 
and 

1793 
show

ing 
the 

landscape after the B
row

n im
provem

ents. The 
O

ld S
chools A

rchw
ay w

as purchased from
 the 

U
niversity 

by 
S

ir 
John 

H
ynde 

C
otton 

and 
erected in 1758.  The w

alled garden w
as 

created at this tim
e as w

ell. 

W
a

lk 1
 (in red) is 1 m

ile (1.5 km
) ¾

 hour, and 
starts from

 the stone archw
ay (2).  For V

isitor 
Inform

ation: www.m
adingleyhall.co.uk/hall-and-gardens 

W
alk past the front door of the hall and take in the 

long view
 across the sloping law

ns, over the Lake.  
The ‘com

m
on’ road is hidden from

 view
 by the 

elegant landscape contouring typical of B
row

n. 
The open fields beyond are fram

ed on both sides 
by planting w

hich narrow
s to enhance the view

 (3).   

C
ross the forecourt and access the sm

all raised 
terrace 

through 
the 

w
ooden 

gate. 
 

C
ontinue 

around the H
all to the north side and w

alking 
along the gravelled terrace above the C

roquet 
Law

n note the view
 to the north (4). The vista w

as 
here w

hen Brow
n arrived, but he changed the 

planting, 
m

aking 
the 

W
ilderness 

G
rove 

m
ore 

inform
al in appearance. H

e also added ‘clum
ps’ of 

trees in the distant fields to draw
 in the w

ider 
countryside.   

 
�. E

ast view
 to the Lake 

A
bout 2/3 of the w

ay along the terrace, turn right 
at the spiral topiary.  A

lthough not attributed to 
B

row
n, the Y

ew
 Topiary G

arden on the left of 
the path is w

orth a detour.   

Follow
 

the 
gravel  

path 
to 

a 
T-junction 

and 
then 

turn 
right.  

The 
path 

takes 
a 

circuit ‘all around’ the 
law

ns (5) and is in the 
sam

e 
location 

as 
B

row
n created it.  A

t 
the 

point 
w

here 
the 

path passes the end 
of 

the 
Y

ew
 

A
venue 

(4) there is a gate and 
stile to access into the 
W

ilderness G
rove (6). 

C
ontinue along the gravel path to the C

edar of 
Lebanon (7) and a gate in the fence w

ith a stile 
leading past the pet cem

etery.  O
ver the stile, 

follow
 the m

arkers to reach the end of the Lake.  
C

ross the little bridge over the ditch and turn 
right 

to 
w

alk 
along 

the 
Lake 

tow
ards 

the 
entrance gates of the H

all near the bridge and 
C

hurch (8). 
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